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- iFoster Dulles on am
L . lappointments: o
S Feb. 5, 1959
~ . 1 The Honorabls :

John Foster-Dulles

Secretary of State

Washington, D, C,
you know, members of
the Committes on Foreign
Relations have been con-
. ‘| cerned for several years-that
’ Some. our amhassadorial ap-
tments have not heen up
0 the standard that should
.be maintained if our interests
abroad are to be fully pro-
moted. Indeed, on April 3,
857, Chairman [Theodors
Francis] Green wrote to yolt
stating: . . oL
“In view ‘of the hesvy re-
wponsibilities. of the United
" | Btates throughout the world
.} -and the -importance te us of
- v ] relations with other countries,
& vt we should have tirat-rate am-
"+ bassadors in every post. ¢ ¢ »
: { The test in every case should
PO he- whether .a nominee for p
.25 ] particular is the am-
e e sador who can hest serve
e e 5«Ake interests of thig country

. 1 mar.». ye, )

Iyéqe ig ly knowa that
hﬂﬂm pretariey of
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WABHINGTON, Feb, 9—Fol-
4ixlowing {8 the text of a letter
~[today from Senator J, William
Fulbright, chatrman of the Sen-
jate Foreign Relationg Commit-
tee, to Becretary of State John
bassadorial

{-888ume, howewer, that

FEB1 0 1959

it'to Dulles|

"State of both political par-
ties have been under pressure
from those who feel that an
ambassadorship s a reward
for past service or help. In
my opinlon, ¥e can no longer
afford to give way to such
pressure in  appolntment-
making, * ¥ # .

“Ie should be obvious in
each case, whether the nomi-.
nea is a career man or not,
that his record, his intelli-
gence, his background and his
attitude are such that he will
ably serve our country in his
assignment.

“It has seemed to me that
if the committes is properly
to exercise its advice and con-
sent function in connection
with ambassadorial appoint-
ments, it is Important that it
have not only the usual ‘bi-
ographic data and statement
regarding security clearances,
but that it also receive for
its .confidential usa . certain
other information which the
President must.consider prior
to filling one of these im-
Jortant posts,

Frankly T do not know
precisely what form this in<
formation -may inke. I would
prior
to submitting such appoint-
ments, the deparfment and
the President must ve in-
formation' hefore th
kind which would normally
be utilised by a corporation—

‘complete nature ‘ e
been uyﬂlahlo;bq‘ul In the yi . - -

m of a |:

LT . !
or perhaps a collegs presi- v
dent—prior to filllng" tmpor- §, 3
tant positions. e
With respect to- ambassa- °
dorial appointments ‘ for ex- -
ample, I would 'think the -
suthoritles coricernod. with !
the appotatménts would want °
to know of :hq c?.ndl.,%f.
language ability, h ty
as an administrator, hix ghii- PR
ity to make friends, the na-
ture and depth of his interest
in foreign affajrs generally,
as well as spocifically in the -
counta to which he is being
sent, the Interests which may.
‘be brought to bear on him in -
his , and similar matters.
Because the President and °
the Benate share the pdwer * - .
to appoint Ambassadors, it )
seems to- me that when . the !
Senate confirms & nomina-
tion, {t ahould have before it T
the-same kind of information \
which the Executive had in -

making the nomjnation, RS SRR
1 hope, therefore, that you . “

will be able to supply me with - *

back’Fround information on.it. /

candidates of & more nearly | :: {

than has |;
past, - ¢ DU
I suggest that such infor. ",- :
mation might be supplied be- s
ginning with the nomination | -
of Mr. [Ogden R.] Reid to be
Ambagsador ‘
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